

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Notice of Allowability 


09/654,165 


NAKANISHI, ITSUTO 


Examiner 

Emmanuel S. Luk 


Art Unit 

1722 





-The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Al! claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
woT£ op am nwAmfixvl'c tSSft ^'S.™? ^ PTOL - 85 ) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
£J IC £r 0F ALL0WAB| L"TY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . M This communication is responsive to the after final amendment dated 1/3/9004 . 

2. [HI The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-35. 38-40 {renumbered as claims 1-38) . 

3. The drawings filed on 12/18/2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific reference was included 

in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

For claims 1-35, the prior art of record fails to teach a first and second array of 
nozzles and valve pins, a manifold, a first and second actuating assembly for displacing 
the valve pins of the respective array of nozzles comprising at least one actuator and a 
common linkage element driven by the actuator and linked to all the valve pins of the 
respective array of nozzles, and further having the first and second actuating 
mechanisms operable independently. The closest prior art, McGrevy, has a common 
actuator that drives both actuating mechanisms, thus the mechanisms could not operate 
independently. 

For claims 38-40, the prior art of record fails to teach actuators located between 
or centrally located in the injection nozzle, the actuator located under the manifold. The 
term "under" is in relation to the actuator being between the manifold and the tip of the 
nozzle. The orientation of the array of injection nozzles is with the manifold on top of 
the nozzles. Gellert and Diaz fails to teach an actuator located in between the injection 
nozzles for actuating the linking element, instead the actuator is located either to the 
side or if located centrally within the nozzles, the actuator would be positioned "above" 
the nozzles. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel S. Luk whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 134. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7 to 4 and 
alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 151. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 




EL 



PRIMABYEXAMINFR 



